PRESS RELEASE
The West of England Baptist Association 3 in 1 Event
Sunday 1% July 2008

Chipping Sodbury Baptist Church

On Sunday 18 July Baptists from the West of England spent a Sunday afternoon and evening in the
attractive market town of ChippginSodbury, eight miles outside Bristol. This was a new event for WEBA,
combining what had previously been separate trali
number of people who have wal ked uoludt ssaayy iintgd so igtoG
commented Senior Regional Minister Rev Nigel Coles.

More than 100 participants arrived at 3pm, and after a welcome from Nigel Coles, chose from three
seminars:

e The 10 Condemmentsi How not to do missiowith lan Bunce, BUGB Hehof Mission

e The AZ of Following Jesuswith evangelist Paul Griffiths

e Called to Care: Building a Pastoral Team in your Churaith WEBA Regional Minister Gordon

Hindmarch.

Sue Pearce, Childrends and Yout h Wieddctaitesfart Chi pp
children, and those who came had a great time in the church centre next door, playing games and making
gingerbread people.

The WEBA AGM followed the seminars, during which we said goodbye to Malcolm Broad, who has served
this region asreasurer, both for the old Bristol and District Baptist Association, and as WEBA treasurer, for
the past 12 years. Malcolm has taken up the position of Treasurer for the Baptist Union of Great Britain this
year. We also said goodbye to Peter Price, whaimgling over the position of Moderator of the Association

to Rev John Rackley, minister of Manvers Street Baptist Church in Bath.

We had perfectly sunny weather, and many people sat on rugs in the church garden to enjoy the sandwiche
and cakes provideoy Chipping Sodbury Baptist Church during the long tea break. As well as enjoying the

fell owship of their wider Baptist family, partic
exhibition of entries in a photo competition organised by WEBAdue r t he headi ng A My
Wor k, and Playo Winners in three age categories

we gathered in the church again for the evening celebration.

At this point the church became nearly fullftwa congregation close to 300. Worship was led by the

minister of Chipping Sodbury Baptist Church, Rev Carl Stokes, and the church band. Regional Minister Rev
Alisdair Longwill then interviewed representatives of several churches in the region to gigaasshot of

the different ways God is working in this region:

e When Cairns Road Baptist Church in Bristol were asked if their minister could serve as moderator to a
smaller inner city church, St Georges, they responded by putting together a stratagitstead,
including a pastoral worker, a student ministe
webve been findingd said Cairns Road minister
greater than what we givesome people ai d t hat their faith has bee
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¢ Rev Andrew Kellett talked about the prayer group he has helped to found to serve and reach out to
Bristol s Polish popul ation, which has been es

e Rev Liam Eaglestone of Minchina mpt on Bapti st Church tal ked ab
step forward in faith and offer one of their rooms when the local post office desperately needed
premi ses. AROne of our members Thheldadsptedae ady st e
regulation post office counter that was just the right size on ebay, and had travelled to Glasgow to colle
it. After that, the sub postmaster suddenly found alternative premises in a central location, and the
church found themselves asking difficquestions. However, Liam is convinced that there were at least
t wo major benefits to this process. Firstly, t
process of saying we are prepared totheacri fice
community in Minchinhampton know therebds a Bap

e Finally, Rev Var Small wood of St Markos Baptis
holistic healing centre, and a school for excluded young pe#pgroup of retired volunteers from the
Fresh Horizonscheme are visiting later in the year to carry out work towards these projects. Also, Var
told us, AWebre going to paint a politically s
perhapgs he mot her of al l subversive |literature, St

Before the main address, we were treated to a performance by about 25 members of the Gospel Generatio
Community Choir, a group of acapella singers of all ages from Bristol city churches dduné¢orship

Leader Geraldine Latty. On this occasion the choir was led by Emma Smallwood of St Marks Baptist
Church, Easton, Bristol.

l an Bunce addressed the celebration gathering on
justreturnedom an event called 6Bite the Bulletdé, so h
murders in London that it appeared on several news programmes, where 150 black teenagers were affirmin
their intention to bite the bullet, drop the knife, andbesdc i pl es of Jesus Chri st.
di sciple?d6 Il an asked. fAWe must become those disc
fishers of men é | wil!|l make you do things that
together and sharing stories like those above in the flesh, Baptists in the West of England will be encourage
to keep seeking to be just that.
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